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Pinochet’s coup 
d’état: the Chilean 
struggle for us ce 
and democracy

Over the course of the 
spring semester, the 2014 
Alvarez and Lennox series, 
two previously separate 
series at Trinity, came 
together to produce a series 
of various lectures and 
events titled “Social Justice, 
Human Rights and Song on 
the World Historical State: 
Chile canta al mundo.” 
The irst of the events 
occurred Jan. 28 with the 
lecture “The Audacity of 
Revolution: Democracy 
and Dictatorship in Chile 
40 years later,” presented 
by Steve Stern, professor of 
history at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison.

The lecture, alongside all 
the events of the Alvarez 
and Lennox series, gave an 
in - depth exploration of 
the causes of the eventual 
military coup in Chile, 
along with its implications. 
It is a struggle that, to many, 
including sociology and 
anthropology professor 
and chair David Spener, is 
a crucial reminder of the 
implications and ideas of 
democracy and revolution.

“There’s a struggle that 
is emblematic of similar 

The next event in the series is “Los 50 anos de la Nueva Cancion Chilena/50 
Years of Chilean New Song,” by Juan Pablo Gonzalez, musicologist. 

struggles around the world 
and one that people have 
learned from,” Spener said.  
“It is no less signi icant than 
the struggle of apartheid in 
South Africa that reached 
its peak during the same 
time as the Chilean struggle 
against militarism.”

Stern started the lecture 
with a history of Chile, 
between the period of 
1964 and 1973, when the 
inevitable military coup 
would overthrow their left-
wing Marxist president, 
Salvador Allende. Prior 
to the takeover, Chile was 
a unique case in Latin 
America which would come 
to play a role in its eventual 
turmoil. 

“Chile was a classic Latin 
American society with 
an unequal division of 
wealth between those who 
worked the land and those 
who owned it” Stern said. 
“However, this was a world 
in which people believed 
elections mattered, and 
in that regard Chile was 
different.”

With this type of 
mindset, Chile merged 
these ideas together, 
inevitably creating a strong 
commitment to social 
change.

“In the 1960s and early 
70s, the pressure for 
social justice and reform 
merged with that dynamic 
democratic electoral 
process,” said Stern. “Both 
the center and the left 
became committed to 
social transformation.”

The president at the time 
of the coup, Salvador Allende, 
sought to make such change 
a reality. At a U.N. meeting he 
said, “Chile, this wonderful 

country, is also a country 
with a backward economy, 
subordinated, often alienated 
by foreign capitalist 
enterprises, a country where 

millions of people have been 
forced to live in conditions 
of exploitation and poverty 
of open or disguised 
unemployment.”

Despite desires to 
enact social changes and 
transformations, Allende’s 
socialist policies were 
denounced by the right, who 
overthrew him in 1973. A 
military dictatorship came 
to rule, with many citizens of 
Chile facing harsh violence 
in the face of what Dr. Stern 
called ‘policide.’ 

“What came in was a very 
different kind of dictatorship, 
whose project was policide, 
killing off ways of thinking 
and doing politics,” said 
Stern.

The lecture ended with 
Stern considering the legacy 
left by the dictatorship 
in Chile, whose reign was 
ended in 1990. The effects, 
however, live on, with many 
recognizing the importance 
of remembering the 
struggles. To history major 
and sophomore David Warga, 
the Chilean revolution and 
dictatorship represents more 
than a need for cautious 
remembrance.

“The period following the 
coup of 1973 reminds us and 
the world of the struggles 
in democracy and the 
necessity for the protection 
of human rights anywhere,” 
Warga said. “Simply because 
our ideologies might be 
different, everyone is 
entitled to life and freedom, 
a right that should never be 
disregarded.”

Since the shooting, Facebook 
groups and other social 
networking forums have been 
a place for questions and 
speculations regarding the 
incident, such as why warning 
shots or an intermediate weapon 
such as a taser were not utilized 
by Carter. Chapa explained 
that the evolution of handling 
a situation occurs in multiple 
steps.

“When an of icer responds 
to a call, their presence is a 
sign of authority, and they are 
there to either help or contain a 
situation. Then the of icer would 
go to verbal [instruction], giving 
demands, giving directions that 
they need this individual to do 
or to comply with,” Chapa said.  
“When that doesn’t work, the 
of icer would go to a hands-on 
approach to attempt to control 
the situation or someone with 
their hands. Then, they would 
go on to an intermediate 
weapon, which could be an ASP 
expandable baton or pepper 
spray or a taser or whatever 
intermediate weapon may 
be available. And then, to the 
irearm.”

According to Chapa, deadly 
force can be used in the 
protection of either the of icer 
themselves or a third party if 

they feel that either is in danger. 
However, questions of warning 
shots pose other challenges.

“Warning shots are something 
that is not practiced just because 
of the danger of discharging 
your irearm and not knowing 
where the bullet goes. It has to go 
somewhere,” said Chapa.

Contrary to some student 
belief, all TUPD of icers are also 
licensed to carry 40-caliber 
glock, semi-automatic pistols and 
must qualify with their weapons 
annually. Campus police are also 
equipped with ASP batons and 
pepper spray. According to Chapa, 
however, dealing with critical 
situations is a very small part of 
being a campus police of icer.

“We are doing a lot of 
customer service and community 
engagement…the very small 
amounts of when we deal with 
those critical situations that 
involve intoxicated students, the 
of icers are trained to deal with 
those types of situations,” said 
Chapa. “We aim to ensure that we 
are creating that environment for 
students so that when they make 
those mistakes there is a response 
that can turn these situations into 
learning experiences. That is 
important. Being a police of icer 
in a university setting, you need 
to be able to understand that 
that is your role, a servant to the 
community versus a law enforcer. 
Are we in law enforcement? Yes, 
but the of icers here are here to 
be part of the community, not 
apart from the community.”

According to David Tuttle, 
associate vice president for 
student affairs and dean of 
students, Trinity administration 
also sends out information to 
students in order to promote 
understanding of Texas State Law 
and campus policies.

“Our campus policies 
are value-based, and that is 
reiterated in letters that I send 
out every semester. Our policies 
are based on the respect of self, 
others and community,” Tuttle 
said. “When we talk about respect 

for others and community, that 
encompasses neighbors, faculty 
and staff.”

Tuttle explains how the 
campus community can do its part 
in promoting understanding, “We 
are trying to create a community 
where you don’t have to look up 
a policy to do the right thing. I 
think that is something that has 
to be generated throughout all 
the campus constituents…And 
[being a good citizen] includes 
promoting student accountability 
and pressures to adhere to 
university policies.”

Chapa echoes this idea of 
respect within the community, 
pointing to TUPD community 
engagement projects such as 
meetings with ResLife, bike 
registration, the annual alcohol 

awareness spring break 
campaign, student appreciation 
days and the recent stalking 
awareness seminar.

“We take [these initiatives] 
to ensure that we are creating 
that environment, creating that 
exchange between our student 
body to understand that yes, I 
do wear a uniform. I do have a 
badge, but my job is not to ensure 
that I am swinging a big stick to 
keep you in order,” said Chapa. 
“It is to be part of the community 
and helping to keep you safe… 
the police department is here 
to ensure that we are part of 
the solution and not part of the 
problem.”

To prevent issues similar 
to the UIW shooting, Chapa 
suggests the utilization of the 
buddy system and promoting 
general understanding of state 
and campus laws.

“It’s important that we 
understand and know that when 
an of icer asks you to do something 
that you should comply,” said 
Chapa. “When we are going out – 
and not just here but in the city 
of San Antonio – and [students] 
engage an of icer off campus, 
it is important that they do the 
same because that expectation 
may even be greater, and they 
may not be as compassionate and 
understanding as we would be.”
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